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GRANT APPLICATION 2012

BACKGROUND

The Seacoast Women’s Giving Circle is committed to improving the quality of life in the region through collective giving and grassroots action.  The group was founded in April 2006 by a group of local women eager to use their skills and resources to address critical issues facing the Seacoast community.  Giving Circle members contribute annually to a pooled fund and participate in volunteer service projects in the community.  Over the course of the year, members educate themselves about community issues, identify a specific social cause on which to focus, and select one non-profit organization to receive the Giving Circle’s annual gift.  More information about the Seacoast Women’s Giving Circle is available on our website: www.seacoastwomengive.org  

2012 DEADLINES AND PROCESS

Proposal Due: Friday, January 20, 2012
Please send completed proposal and required attachments to:

Info@seacoastwomengive.org

Proposals should be based on a projected grant of $25,000, although the amount of the grant varies annually based on the contributions of Giving Circle members.  Past grants have included restricted as well as general operating support.

A small group of prospective grant recipients will be selected in February as semi-finalists and at that time additional information may be requested.  In April, we will be selecting two finalist organizations to present at the Seacoast Women's Giving Circle's April 3rd meeting from 7:30 - 9:30 PM.  Please save this date on your calendar.  Site visits may be requested of the finalist organizations.  One organization will be selected in May to receive the group’s 2012 gift.  

ELIGIBILITY

To be eligible for the 2012 grant, organizations must address the issue and population selected by the Seacoast Women’s Giving Circle this giving cycle.  

We are now seeking applications from nonprofit organizations for our 2012 gift.  

The Seacoast Women’s Giving Circle is accepting proposals aimed at reducing the harmful effects of substance abuse on the Seacoast.  Proposals should address one or more of the following areas:

· Prevention

· Intervention

· Treatment

· Recovery

· Advocacy
In addition, applicants must:

· Be an approved 501(c)(3) tax-exempt organization

· Provide services in some or all of the following Seacoast towns of NH and Maine: Seabrook, Hampton, Hampton Falls, North Hampton, Rye, Portsmouth, New Castle, and Kittery.

The following organizations are generally NOT eligible for support:

· Religious or faith based programs or organizations

· Political organizations or programs

· Organizations that discriminate in any way

GRANT MAKING PRIORITIES

Our priorities include: 

· Improving quality of life on the Seacoast

· Serving the socio-economically underprivileged

· Fostering independence and self-reliance

· Addressing emerging needs and issues

· Providing long-term solutions

· Investing in the expansion of existing organizations rather than the creation of new ones

SUMMARY FORM

Proposal Due: Friday, January 20, 2012
	1. Name of Organization 
	 

	2. Legal name (if different)
	 

	3. Organization Federal Tax I.D.#
	 

	4. Organization address
	 

	5. Phone number
	 

	6. Fax number
	 

	7. Website address
	

	8. Executive Directors Name
	 

	9. Contact person for this proposal: Name, title, phone, email
	

	10. Year founded
	 

	11. Mission statement
	

	12. Statement of grant purpose, “This grant will be used to” (15 words or less)
	 

	13. Brief summary of proposed work
	

	14. Which area(s) does this grant address? Check all that apply.
	 * Prevention

 * Intervention

 * Treatment

 * Recovery

 * Advocacy

	15. Is this a new, expanded or current program or area of work?
	

	16. Type of request (operating, project, capital)
	

	17. Constituents served by organization (number, demographics)
	

	18. Constituents served by proposed work (if different)
	

	19. Geographical area served by organization
	 

	20. Geographical area served by the proposed work, if different
	 


	21. Annual operating budget
	

	22. Total project or program budget, if applicable
	

	23. Organizational revenue sources.  Actual and percentage (of entire funding) breakdown of revenue by source for most recent fiscal year. (Foundation, individual, government, corporate etc). Pie chart format preferred.
	

	24. Number of paid staff (specify part-time or full time)
	

	25. Number of volunteers (not including board members)
	

	26. Percentage of Board members who contributed to your organization in most recent fiscal year
	

	27. How did you learn about this grant opportunity (e.g. NH Center for Non-Profits, SWGC email, newspaper etc.)
	 


NARRATIVE - REQUIRED

The total length of the narrative section should not exceed five pages.

1. Overview of the agency, its history, goals and vision.
2. What are the primary programs and services of your organization? Please emphasize major achievements and outcomes of the past two years.
3. What problem or need does the proposed work address? (e.g., statistics, research, story of typical service recipient for the services or project. Why now?)
4. Describe the proposed work and desired outcomes.  How will this grant money be used? (What it is you want to do, how will it address the above need, describe the goals, objectives, activities and timetable)
5. Describe your evaluation plan. 
6. Organizational capacity (What makes your agency qualified to undertake this work? What experience\expertise do you have in this area?)
7. Funding plan.  How will you secure funding now and into the future for the proposed work? 
REQUIRED ATTACHMENTS (please clearly name all attachment files with your organization’s name and “attach. A, B or C etc.”

A. Board of Directors List with contact information.  Please specify term ending dates, length of service and board committee participation. 

B. Brief biography on Executive Director including length of service
C. Project budget (if applicable)

D. Organization‘s current 990 Form to include: income statement, balance sheet, and operating budget.


