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When the resources of the Women’s
Fund of New Hampshire grow, our
ability to reach into the state also
grows. This past spring, we awarded
nearly $80,000 in cash grants to 18
innovative programs that hold the
promise of creating lasting, positive
change for women and girls. This is
almost double what we were able to
accomplish in grant funding in 2003.
Our growth is primarily the result 
of more and more individuals 
supporting the guiding vision of
WFNH: that every woman and 
girl in New Hampshire have the 
opportunity to reach her full potential. 

The Women’s Fund supports 
our communities by funding 
solutions that eliminate the barriers
facing women and girls today. 
We know that when women and 
girls prosper, our communities
thrive. WFNH specifically seeks out 
programs that:

• Empower and build self-esteem
for women and girls.

• End sexual and domestic violence.  

• Ensure women a lifetime of access
to job training, good-paying jobs,
healthcare resources, secure 
shelter, and educational opportu-
nities that establish economic 
self-sufficiency.

The programs we support can use
a tool kit of strategies to find a 
solution to an issue area. These
strategies may include public policy,
public education campaigns, and/
or direct services. In 2006, WFNH 

will have two grant application
deadlines (see sidebar). 

The Women’s Fund is a permanent
resource for women and girls in the
state. We are truly grateful for your
support of our mission, you fuel our
future.

WFNH is part of what is now a
global network of women’s funds
that includes over 100 Funds; from
Africa to Europe to Asia, and from
New York to Dallas to San
Francisco, and all kinds of small
communities in between. All of these
funds have grown up over the past
35 years. We share best practices,
strive to measure our collective
impact, and continue to inspire
women and men from throughout
the world to invest in women and
girls. Thank you for your support! ❖

You Fuel our Future!

First Lady Dr. Susan Lynch, Honorary
Program Chair, speaking with Zainab Salbi

Funding Guidelines 
The Women’s Fund of New
Hampshire 2006 Funding
Guidelines are Available Now! 

Two Application Deadlines 
in 2006 – January 13, 2006
and May 15, 2006

Visit our Web site
www.wfnh.org for the 
guidelines and application
form; or contact the office 
for a copy.

Recipe for Change
Silent Auction Raises
over $30,000!
(See inside)

Invest in women’s and girls’ funds

ZAINAB SALBI VISITS (see inside)
Sarah Denmark (left), WFNH Director of
Development, and Lynne Delise (right)
auction attendee.
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“When you don’t have a car in New
Hampshire, it can be pretty hard to hold
down a job. And when you have a small
income, buying a car can seem like an
impossible dream. Bonnie CLAC is 
working to change that.” (NHPR, “The
Front Porch” 4/8/03)

The Women’s Fund awarded a
grant to Bonnie CLAC to help “get
the word out” on this innovative
statewide organization designed to
help people of all walks of life gain
access to affordable and reliable
transportation.  Bonnie CLAC’s 
primary service is to guarantee car
loans so that people can obtain 
credit to purchase affordable, fuel-
efficient vehicles at very low interest
rates. The program is loosely 
modeled after Fannie Mae, which
uses its guarentee to help people
purchase homes.  Its comprehensive
program is designed to build client’s
self reliance and to encourage 
economic self-sufficiency. 

Over 75% of Bonnie CLAC’s
clients are women. Many are women
with low or moderate incomes.
Bonnie CLAC’s programs have
helped women who have struggled
for years with old, unreliable cars;
who have low incomes or poor 
credit; who dread going into a 
car dealership to purchase a car.

Executive Director, Mary Burnett
explained, “Our program empowers
each individual who works with us.
They graduate from our program
with financial management skills, a
steadily increasing credit rating, an
asset that will hold its value, and
confidence.”

WFNH support will help Bonnie
CLAC build its New Hampshire
Educational Campaign, consisting of
outreach to community action 
agencies and women’s resource 
centers, public lectures and the 
production of an informational
brochure. The Women’s Fund is
proud to support social change 
programs such as Bonnie CLAC. For
more information on this program,
visit www.wfnh.org ❖

Bonnie CLAC in Keene: Free
Public Information Seminar, All
are Welcome! Thursday, February
2, 2006; from 5:30-7:30pm at the
Home Healthcare, Hospice and
Community Services (HCS)
(http://www.hcsservices.org/). The
address is 312 Marlboro Street,
Keene, NH 03431. For more 
information on a program in your
community, visit the Bonnie CLAC
Web site: www.bonnieclac.org

GRANTEE PARTNER SPOTLIGHT:
Bonnie CLAC

We want to learn about you. Join
the WFNH community by sharing
your experience, story, or thoughts
about what brings you to value the
work of the Women’s Fund in New
Hampshire. Send us 600 words
(more or less) with your name and
contact information. 

We will be posting these stories
on our Web site in 2006! Send to
Share Your Story Project, WFNH,
46 S. Main Street, Concord, NH
03301 or send to wfnh@ttlc.net ❖

Coming soon:
Share your Story.

Vision
The Women’s Fund of New
Hampshire will be the leader
in bringing about social
change that strengthens New
Hampshire’s communities by
enabling all women and girls
to reach their full potential.

Mission
The Women’s Fund of New
Hampshire is a statewide
foundation dedicated to
encouraging philanthropy
among women and girls,
improving the lives of women
and girls through social
change grantmaking, and
educating the community
about the potential of women
and girls.

The New London Inn will
donate a percentage of the
proceeds to WFNH from all
dinners served on December
15, 2005. Thank you to the
New London Inn for their
support of our community! 

Innovative Ways 
to Give

Bonnie CLAC client with new car.
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Changemakers: Leadership Giving helps 
meet 2005 Challenge Grant!

Susan Mayer standing with husband, Gerry Mayer

Sponsors:

Community Building Sponsor

Partnership Sponsor
Citizens Funds
High Point Communications
Laconia Savings Bank
Ledyard National Bank
Levy Engineering, Inc.
McLane, Graf, Raulerson, & Middleton, P.A.
Morgan Stanley
Ocean National Bank

Raffle Sponsor
Berry, Dunn, McNeil & Parker
Boston Private Value Investors
Charter Trust Company
Jefferson Pilot Financial
Nathan Wechsler & Company

Additional Sponsors
Lavallee/Brensinger Architects
Set in Stone
Benthien Associates

Donors of Goods and Services
Associated Grocers of New England
Lakes Region Coca-Cola
Pepsi
Shaw’s
Speedy Printing & Copying

Silent Auction Donors
6 Anonymous Donors
Lynn Adams
Amidon Jewelers
Peg Andrews Catering
Ruth Andrewski
Angelica’s Muse
Anichini Company Store
Ash Street Inn
Attrezzi
Ballet New England
Bead It!
Beaded Embellishments
Marilyn W. Black
Blackmount Country Club
Nancy J. Blake
Blink of an Eye Photography
Bonta
Margaret C. Bowles
Jacqueline Brill
Britches of Concord
Build-A-Bear Workshop
Deborah Bump
Camp Tuckernuck
Campions
Caring Gifts, Inc.
Carlisle
Catherine’s Designs
C.B. Coburn & Not Just Balloons
C.Beston & Company
Choozy Shooz
Christa McAuliffe Planetarium
Christine’s Crossing
Claire Murray

Thank you to our leaders throughout the
state who are helping us meet the
Changemaker Challenge for 2005! All
new or increased gifts to the 2005
WFNH Annual Fund will be matched
dollar for dollar, up to $20,000, by a
grant from the Women’s Funding
Network and the Kellogg Foundation. 

We have had leadership giving in 
the Upper Valley, the Lakes Region, the
Seacoast, Manchester/Concord, and

Monadnock. Thank you Lead Change-
makers! Jill G. Schiffman, Mary S.
Rauh, Joanne Foulk, Charlotte
Fardelmann, Priscilla and John Griffin,
Whit Symmes, David Murray, Mary
Atwell, Nancy Frankel and Mise En Place
in Wolfeboro. 

We are almost there, but we need 
your support to make the goal by
December 31, 2005! ❖

Thank You to

In October, the Lake Sunapee Visiting
Nurse Association honored WFNH
board member, Susan Mayer with this
year’s Woman of Achievement Award.
Susan was honored for her continuous
commitment to strengthen the lives of
others in her community through her
philanthropy and volunteerism.  

Susan’s wisdom and passion for
improving the lives of women and girls
make her a valuable asset to the
Women’s Fund New Hampshire.  

Susan is truly a Woman of
Achievement. ❖

Woman of 
Achievement Award!

New Faces at WFNH
When you contact WFNH, you may
have already noticed we have new staff.
Sarah Denmark joins WFNH as the new
director of development. She comes to
WFNH with over 20 years of develop-
ment experience, most recently having
worked with the national nonprofit, the
Jewish Women Archive based in
Boston, as well as with the Manchester
Red Cross. Angela Yanski is the new

program director. Angela comes with
eight years of experience in development
and grantmaking having been with the
NH Bar Foundation based in Concord.
As we welcome our new staff, we also
extend a warm thank you to Jeanine
Tousignant and Sarah Chaisson Warner
for their work with WFNH and the
women and girls of NH over the past 
3 years!  ❖



our Recipe for Change Sponsors, Donors and Volunteers!
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Coll’s Garden Center
Colonial Farm Inn
Dot Conrad
The Copper Canoe, 

A Gallery of Fine Art
The Country View Restaurant
Coventry Cottage
Currier Museum of Art
The Currier’s House
Cymbidium Floral
Dana Dakin
Dartmouth Bookstore
Dartmouth College Athletics
Dartmouth Skiway
David Levine Oriental Rugs
Design Wares
Cas Donovan
Eastman Community Association
Victoria Elbroch
The Elegant Ewe
The Ennis Homestead
Ewe’ll Love It
Exeter Jewelers
Faces by Lisa Gooding
First Marblehead
Florentine Films
The Flower Kiosk
Footnotes
Fortin-Gage Ltd.
Franklin Pierce College
French’s Toy Store, Inc.
Frye’s Measure Mill
G. Willikers! Toy Shop
Gail Proctor Antiques and Collectibles
Gilberte Interiors, Inc.
Golf & Ski Warehouse
Gondwana
Grantham Stonewall Gallery
The Grill Room at the 

Center at Eastman
Annie E.S. Hager
Hampshire Hospitality Holdings
Hanover Country Club
Hayloft Inn at Blackmount, LLC
Head Over Heels
Hermanos Cocina Mexicana
Karen Busch Holman
Hopkins Center for the Arts
Image Arts Etc.
The Inn at Jaffrey Center
Jazz by Whit Symmes 

& David Murray
J. Jill Company
Joseph’s Coat
The Kalled Gallery
Ruth E. Kenerson
Ann McLane Kuster
Lake Morey Resort
Cynthia Langevin
Lemon Twist
Let’s Eat Dessert
LisAnn’s
Governor John H. Lynch
Main Street Kitchens
Manchester Monarchs
Mariposa Museum
Market Square Jewelers
Janice Maves

Susan & Gerald Mayer
Sandra McCaw
Sarah P. McClennen, LMT
The Meeting School
Mesa Home Factory Store
Edward Miller
MJ Harrington and Co.
Montshire Museum of Science
Morgan Hill Bookstore
Maxine K. Morse
Mount Sunapee
The Mount Washington Hotel 

and Resort
The New England Sampler
New London Inn
Newman’s Own
Nancy Nobis
Northern Stage
Veronique Officer
The Old Courthouse
Old Fort No. 4 Associates
Winifred S. O’Shaughnessy
Sam & Jane Page
Pat Palson
Fred Parsons
Pathways to Fitness
Paul Gross/Designer Gold
Pearce Jewelry & Design Center
Philbrick’s Fresh Market
Phoenix Rising Boutique
Jodi Picoult
Pompanoosuc Mills
Portsmouth Candle Company
The Portsmouth Music Hall
Pottery by Debby Grant
Beverly Decker Reed
Sarah Reeves
Christine Reid
Renaissance Room
Richard’s Bistro
Guylaine Robidoux
Sally Rocks
Jill G. Schiffman
Erik Schneiderhan
Serendipity
Serendipity Boutique
Serendipity Day Spa
Sholeh A. Sexton
Shear Innovation
Krissy Shelley-Shannon Gray Salon
Simon Pearce
Southwest Airlines
Spirit Works
Squam Lakes Science Center
Stave Puzzles
Stiletto
Stonyfield Farm
Tarbell Bodyworks, LLC
Toadstool Toys
Top Drawer Boutique
Treehouse Toys
Viking House, Inc.
Von Bargen’s Jewelry, LLC
Michelle Weinstein
Wentworth by the Sea Hotel & Spa
Whirlygigs
Corri Wilson
The Women’s Fund of New Hampshire

Worldly Goods
The Yarn Basket
Yarn for Ewe
The Yarn Shop & Fibres

Recipe for Change Event
Committee
Beverly Decker Reed, Co-Chair
Karen Schroeder, Co-Chair
Sarah Chaisson Warner
Cas Donovan
Sandra Hoeh
Becky Josephson
Marianne Jones
Kate Rochefort Murray
Mary Rauh
Karen Roberge
Jill G. Schiffman
Samantha Stoddard

Silent Auction Committee
Kate Rochefort Murray, Co-Chair
Jill G. Schiffman, Co-Chair
Jean Allen
Marylou Blaisdell
Cas Donovan
Janet Doran
Mary Doyle
Susan Gagnon
Barbara Gannon
Chris Hill
Sandra Hoeh
Becky Josephson
Sarah Knowlton
Nancy Lloyd
Maxine Morse
Mary Rauh
Beverly Decker Reed
Harriet Resnicoff
Karen Schroeder
Samantha Stoddard
Corri Wilson
Barbara Zeckhausen

Event Volunteers
Patrice Allaire
Jean Allen
Sue Boyle
Angelica Colarusso

Cas Donovan
Susan Farnsworth
Nancy Frankel
Karen Green
Chris Hill
Sandra Hoeh
Joan Jones
Nolan Jones
Anne Johnson
Christine Kennedy
Sandra McCaw
Kate Rochefort Murray
Martha Netsch
Beverly Decker Reed
Harriet Resnicoff
Deb Schachter
Jill Schiffman
Irene Santaniello
Karen Schroeder
Adam Solender
Samantha Stoddard
Catherine Storing
Barbara Walder
Deb Walsh
Terri Warren
Corri Wilson
Carol Weeks
Kirk Yanski
Barbara Zeckhausen

Successful bidders for Coffee with the Governor, Joanne Foulk
(middle) and Sarah Knowlton (right) speak with Governor 
John H. Lynch. 

Beverly Decker Reed (left), Recipe for Change
Event Co-Chair, with Jill G. Schiffman, Silent
Auction Committee Co-Chair

Additional Thank Yous!!
Thank you to the Grantham
Stonewall Gallery. In August
the Gallery hosted a reception
for the Women’s Fund of NH
and contributed ten percent of
all sales that evening to
WFNH. Thank you also to
the Grill Room at Eastman for
the refreshments.

Thank you Changemakers!
Jazz musicians David Murray
and Whit Symmes, have
donated all of their perform-
ance fees to WFNH this year.

WFNH Founders, Priscilla (middle) and 
John Griffin, talking with friend. 

Recipe for Change Photographer: Joanna Maznek



Zainab Salbi, founder and CEO of Women
for Women International, was the guest
speaker at the Women Building
Community luncheon held in Manchester
on June 9, 2005. Women are a key 
ingredient in community building —
throughout the world — through 
volunteer leadership, volunteer time, and
voluntary contributions of dollars, both
great and small. The purpose of this event
was to illuminate the power of women 
in our communities, recognizing the 
work of women at all levels of 
community building. The program was a 
collaborative project of the Women’s
Fund of New Hampshire; the United
Ways of New Hampshire and the New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation. It was
generously underwritten with support
from Sovereign Bank. 

Honorary Program Chair, First Lady
Dr. Susan Lynch, welcomed over 400
women and a few men from throughout
the state who attended the program. Ms.
Salbi brought to light that societies
throughout the world all too often ignore
violence against women. But the status 
of women, she notes, becomes a 
“bellwether of society… what comes in
the kitchen door, if unchallenged grows
and dominates and is soon at the front
door, …eventually impacting the entire 
society.”

Salbi founded Women for Women
International a little over ten years ago as a
nonprofit organization dedicated to 
supporting women survivors of major 
conflicts in countries throughout the
world. The goal of Women for Women
International is to help women in these
strife-ridden areas rebuild their lives, 
the lives of family members, and their 
communities through services and micro-
enterprise lending systems.

Salbi’s core message was that women
can and must be part of nation building. At
the end of violent conflicts in nations and
regions throughout the world, Salbi noted
that the surviving population is predomi-
nantly women and children. When nations
incorporate leadership from women, it is
often the key component necessary to 
successful rebuilding. She gave the 
example of Rwanda. Ten years after the
horrific conflicts there, it now has a stable
government. Salbi pointed out that 49 
percent of the elected members of parlia-
ment in Rwanda today are female; 
there are 33 articles written in to the
Constitution that address women’s issues
explicitly; and six of the 11 Supreme Court
justices in Rwanda are women. 

Salbi is a native of Iraq, who came to the
United States at age 20. She is the author
of a recently released memoir of her life
growing up in a suburb of Baghdad,
Between Two Worlds: Escape from Tyranny:
Growing Up in the Shadow of Saddam. Ms.
Salbi writes and lectures extensively and
has been featured in numerous national
and international publications. She was
honored by the White House in 1995 for
her humanitarian work in Bosnia-
Herzegovina and has testified before the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on
the situation for women in Iraq.  ❖

“Women are a
Bellwether of 

a Society”

Zainab Salbi, founder of Women for Women
International, addressing the luncheon attendees. 
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2005 Board of Directors

Marylou Blaisdell
Nashua

Dana Dakin
Wilmot Flat

Pamela Diamantis
Greenland

Janet Doran
Hollis

Mary B. Doyle
New London

Christina R. Hill
Charlestown

Sarah B. Knowlton
Durham

Susan Mayer
Newbury

Kate Rochefort Murray
North Hampton

Mary Rauh
New Castle

Beverly Decker Reed
Grantham

Harriet Resnicoff
Concord

Muriel D. Schadee
Concord

Jill G. Schiffman
Hanover

Perry Forbes Williamson
Hanover

Staff

Marianne M. Jones
Executive Director

Sarah Denmark
Director of Development

Angela S. Yanski
Program Director

Thank you to:
Nick Schwartz
2005 Summer Intern

The Women’s Fund of 
New Hampshire
46 South Main Street
Concord  NH  03301
603/226-3355  
fax: 603/228-0395
wfnh@ttlc.net / www.wfnh.org 

Thank you to the planning committee members who helped create this program: these include
Gail Garceau, Pamela Whitney, Elizabeth Hager, Jean Hoffman, Marianne Jones, Jeanine
Tousignant, Sarah Chaisson Warner, Megan Burke Kidder, Ann McArdle, Honorable Kathleen
McGuire, Kate Rochefort Murray, Lyn Rosoff, Deborah Schachter, Karen Schroeder, Katherine
Snow, Sue Suter, Tim Allison. And thank you to our many event volunteers and Gibson’s
Bookstore of Concord.

Thank you to our sponsor 
for this event.
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Why WFNH Matters
Despite the dramatic advancement of women in
recent decades, women are still far more likely than
men to be homeless, to live in poverty, to be 
unemployed or underemployed, to face violence, to
suffer inadequate housing and healthcare, and to 
be deprived of educational and employment 
opportunities.

Our goal is to increase the financial resources
available to programs for women and girls – now,
and in the future. Programs and services that address
the needs of women and girls benefit families, 
communities, and our society as a whole. Until 30
years ago, women and girls did not have a dedicated
source of capital for their ideas and projects. Since
the 1970s more than 100 women’s funds have been
created throughout the world, giving women and
girls access to the capital they need to tackle pressing
problems in our society with innovative and grass
roots approaches.

Please join us today in making a difference!
Donation envelope enclosed.

Upper Valley
$53,000

North Country
$30,630

Lakes Region
$30,000

Central New
Hampshire
$41,500

Seacoast
$53,830Southern New Hampshire

$78,000

Monadnock
$40,220

WFNH Grants
Total Amount Awarded 1999 - 2005:

$327,180


